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REYNER BANHAM 
THEORY AND DESIGN 
IN THE FIRST MACHINE AGE 


IN THE FIRST THIRTY years of the twentieth century, architects 
made a tremendous effort to adapt themselves and their art to a 
new set of circumstances—life in a Machine Age. The whole 
theory of architecture was brought under scrutiny—some of it 
for the first time since Antiquity—in a wave of self-examination 
unparalleled in the history of art. Not only was a new climate of 
ideas created, but the Masters of Modern Architecture—Gropius, 
Mies van der Rohe, Le Corbusier and others of less fame but no 
less interest—used their writings to justify their buildings, and 
their buildings to confirm their theoretical writings. Dr. Banham’s 
subject covers not only a mass of theoretical writings—much of 
it unknown to English readers—but also buildings, projects, 
industrial designs, paintings and sculptures—many of them 
illustrated in an English-language publication for the first time. 
Dr. Banham shows how one unifying theme finally emerges from 
this melting pot of exciting designs and excited discussion—the 
theme of a Machine Age Architecture; the architecture of the 
International Style, as the historians term it; Modern Architecture, 
with its white walls, flat roofs and big windows, as the man in 
the street understands it. Into the growth of this theme went 
many highly inventive designs, which the author illustrates and 
analyses; many and varied publications, ranging from the 
scholarly to the scandalous, from which he quotes extensively, 
showing not only how the theories are related to the finished 
products, but also how the theories—and even the theorists—are 
related to one another. 


The size of the book is 83x 5§ in. 340 pages including over 
150 half-tone and line illustrations. 45s. net, postage 1s. 9d. 
(Ready shortly.) 
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